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** cxpe£ted that the Roof was falling in, and run 
" out of the Church immediately, leaving the poor 
" Parfon to fhift for himfelf. I flood my Ground ; 
" and, by calling to them, and alluring them there 
" was no Harm, prevail'd on them to return, and 
" make an End of the Duty : But it was with Fear 
li and Trembling. It was felt pretty much at Lei- 
" cefter i but how much further, I have not heard/' 

Since the Receipt of the above Letter, 1 have 
read, in the public News-papers, an Account of its 
having been alio felt at Northampton about the fame 
time. 

So that no Doubt can remain of the Shock which 
Lady Cornwallis perceived at Clifford, having been 
a real Earthquake, 

XLIX, 

A Letter from the Rev. Mr. John Nixon, 
F. R. S. to Mr. John Ward, R R. S. and 
Rhct. Prof. Grefham. ferving to accompany 
two Letters ; one from Sir Thomas Cave, 
Bart, end another from the Mi?rijler of 
Wefton with Sutton in Northamptonfhire; 
concerning the Earthquake on Sept. 30. 

*75°- 

Dear Sh' Hicham, z-fwTowcefter, Northamp- 

' tonfhire, Oct 8. 1750. 

2W, oa. 25, tt rj C g ] cavc to f cn j y OU fome Memoirs 

' °° X rc ' a ting to the Earthquake, which 

happened in thefe Parts on Sunday Se'nnight, viz. 

X x x x Sep 
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September 30. the one is a Letter from Sir Thomas 
Cave, Baronet, of Stanford near Lutterworth in 
Leicefterjbire, a Gentleman of good Senfe, and un- 
questionable Veracity. The other is a Paragraph 
taken from the Northampton Mercury of this Day. 
As for my own Part, being engaged at Church in a 
very folcmn Part of our Worfhip, I only remember 
to have heard a loud Explofion, like that of Thun- 
der; but my Neighbours aflur'd mc, they perceiv'd 
the Windows to make and jar. I believe it was 
more violent in other Parts of our County, and the 
Counties adjacent; but I am cautious of tranfmit- 
ting any Accounts, but fuch as I think may be de- 
pended upon. My Compliments to all Friends con- 
clude me, 

SIR, 

Tour mojl obedient, o*c. 

J. Nixon. 

*Dear Sir Stanford-Hall, Oil. 5. 1750. 

I AM much obliged to you for your kind Partici- 
pation in my prefent Concern, which, I thank 
Cod, is, within thefe few Days, much diminim'd 3 
my Wife being now better. 

We were amazed at half an Hour after 12 on 
Sunday by a violent Shock of an Earthquake while 
we were at Church ; it lafted between 3 and 4 
Minutes, and was attended with a prodigious roll- 
ing Noife, louder than all the Thunder I ever heard 
in my Life, was it collected into one Explofton. 

Thank 
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jThank God, no Damage accrued to any of us, be- 
yond the Confufion it occafion'd. I am 

Tour moft humble Servant , 

Tho. Cave. 

Northampton, Oil. 8. 

ON Sunday the 30th of laft Month, about three 
Quarters after 12 at Noon, a Shock of an 
Earthquake was felt in this Town, and in the Coun- 
try round us for many Miles; but was not thought 
to be fo violent as thofc which happened at Lon- 
don at the Beginning of the Year. People who were 
fitting in the Churches, or in their Houfes, were 
moft fenfible of it, but thofe who were walking 
were not fo much affected ; and many confidcr'd it 
at firft only as the Noife of a fudden Guftof Wind, 
or the remote Running of a Coach or Chair. Wc 
don't hear of any Damage done thereby. 

The following is a Letter from the Reverend the 
Minijler of Wefton with Sutton, in the County 
<?/' Northampton, dated OQ. 2. 1750. 

ON Sunday the 30th of September laft, at Jfi- 
ley, in this Neighbourhood, about a Quarter 
betore One o' Clock, whtlft they were ftnging after 
Sermon, the whole Congregation was flung into 
the utmoft Conftcmation, by a very terrible Shock 
of an Earthquake; the Singers could fcarcc per- 
fuade thcmfelvcs to finifh their Anthem. The Read- 

Xxxx 2 ing-Dcsk 
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ing-Desk (lands juft by the Singing-Pew ; and I 
really thought that Part of the Church betwixt the 
Chancel and the Pillar next to it would have funk 
into the Earth, with a loud and dreadful Noife 
from a fort of fubterraneous Exp'.ofion, or whatever 
the Learned and Curious will term it. After that 
awful Noife, and fomcthing far exceeding a com- 
mon Tremor, it kept rolling on fecmingly from 
North to South, with an hollow Rumbling, like 
Thunder at a Diftance. This uncommon Shock, I 
find, upon Inquiry, was felt in all the neighbour- 
ing Towns in Lekefterfhire, as well as in this County* 
and very likely we fhall hear that many Parts of the 
Ifland were affected by it. 

May the Inhabitants, at lcafr, from the higheft to 
the loweft, look upon thefe as fo many tremendous 
Warnings, as the fure Indexes of God s Difpleafure 
with the Degeneracy, the Luxury, the Prophanenefs, 
and unhappy Divifions of the Nation. To pretend 
to flee for Safety and Protection from the City to 
the Country, or from one Part of the Country to 
another, is degrading Chriftianity to Heathenifm; 
and, with the Syrians, to think that the God we 
fcrve is a God of the Hills, and not of the Plain. I 
cannot therefore but juftly wonder at thofe who can 
feel the Bowels of the Earth in Convulfions, and 
Nature rending in Pieces, and the God of Nature 
at the fame time not rever'd by the moft lading 
Acts of Worfhip and Obedience ! To fuch I would 
only beg Leave to relate a Story I have met with, 
and fhall leave the Application to themfelves ; which 
may very eafily be done 5 tho' originally introdue'd 
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if I remember right, to convince them of the Folly 
of Atheifm. 

A certain Hermit, who had, fequcfter'd himfclf 
from the Hurry and Bufincfs of the World, and 
lived a retired and abftemious Life, was met one 
Day by two Cardinals, in ail the Grandeur and pom- 
pous Shew of a glittering Equipage : They accoftcd 
the poor Man after this or the like manner : ' Father,- 

* why mould you emaciate your Body, by denying 

* yourfelf thofe Refrefliments that others enjoy, and 

* relifh fo fweetly? And why fhould you abandon the 

* Splendor of a Court, or bid adieu to the Pleafiires 
c that fo plentifully furround us? If there fhould be 

* neither a God, nor a Future State, to reward you 
' for thefe Severities how can you avoid the 1m- 

* putation of Folly and Dotage, in thus defpifing 
' prcfent Satisfactions for an imaginary Nothing?* 
To which the honeft Hermit immediately reply'd, 

* But, Sirs, fuppole there fhould be a God, and a Fu- 
1 ture State, to punifh you, will not the Imputation 
« of Folly return upon your own Heads, for running 
' that defperate Rifque of being miferable to Eter- 

* nity, fur flaking down your Thoughts to this pre- 

1 fent World, and valuing nothing but the empty 

« and fhort-liv'd Pleafurcs that you are now glory - 

.« ing in?' Which Anlwcr carry'd fuch a plain 

Conviction with it, that the Cardinals turn'd from 
him forrowlul and dejefted. 



L. 



